Antenatal screening: why do women refuse?
Due to the large number of children with disabilities in the local area, Calderdale and Kirklees Health Authority commissioned a research project. The aim was to explore the issues surrounding antenatal screening--the needs of parents and the risk of giving birth to a baby with a disability. Triangulation using both qualitative and quantitative methods was used and data was collected through questionnaires, interviews and focus groups. Findings led to the identification of themes: access of local services, parents knowledge of antenatal screening tests and local services, and professionals beliefs around antenatal screening issues. The project highlights professional's lack of knowledge and therefore the need for antenatal screening coordinators in all Trusts, in-service training, improved information for parents and education in the community, especially for 'at risk' groups such as ethnic minorities.